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I wish to commend heartily the enclosed statenert from the Res arch Le- 
partment of our Commissior o: the Church a-d Scc al Service which the Secretary 
desires to announce through the church press. We have .n this proposal cne of 
the most forward locking steps ever inaugurated by such a body. 


Every Christian editor and every thcughtful churchman has felt a sense 
of deep humiliation at his inability to get at the reai facts underlying the 
most significant occurrences in the world’s news, So much that is in print 
today is paid propaganda, and sc much else is colored by partisan prejudice, 
that our boasted liberty seems in danger cf becoming cf littie avail. 


You are, of course, familiar with the protests made in the past few 
months by certain vigorous spirits, such as Walter Lippran in his little bcok 
"Freedom of the News,” and by Upton Sinclair in his scathing attack on the Amer- 
ican press entitled "The Brass Che k. it is not in our province to pass upon 
the morals of the secular press. Repeatedly suggesticns have ccme, however, 
that the Church could perform a great service in investigating situations in 
which huran rights were particularly involved and in giving the unbiased truth 
to the public through the religious press. / 


It is a modest beginning of an attempt to meet this need that our 
Research Department has in mind. It seems ts me that this is a shining example 
of what Dr. Sheldon meant when he raised the question: "What would 
Jesus dot" Certainly in His program and in ours the truth is fundamental. 


What do you think about it? Does it appeal to you as a workable scheme? 
Besides such space as you can give to it, editorially or otherwise, your care-— 
ful, constructive criticism will be mcst hearti-y appreciated. 


Sincerely yours, 
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Iam sure you vill be interested i: the enclosed 
statement of the worx of the Fesearch Levartment of the 
Federal Councti's Commission on the Church ana Social 
Service This proposal is one of the most formvarc looking 
steps ever inaugurated by relicious orgernization, 
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these public questions. TT! is to supply this that we are 
begirming, in modes” Way, information service. 


™e shail upprecta’.2 very much any constructive crit- 
Leism you may live to wmke or uny suggestion you can offer, 
also Suéh nottee yori ere ‘isresed to give it. 
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Can the Church Help us Get the Facts? 


In the midst of a great industrial conflict a year ago a government 


official remarked to an investigator that the ignorance on the part of newspaper 


repcrters of the real issues of the controversy was abysmal. The only sources 


of information to which the public had access were hopelessly inadequate. With 


all its efficient machinery fcr news-gathering, the secular press frequently 


omits the things we most need to know. 


Take as an instance the recent miners’ strike in Great Britian or the 


stevl strike in America. How much did the public know about the issues or the 


Or should the subject cf controversy be a race-riot, or the Cen- 


major facts? 


tralia affair, or the Non-Partisan League or the question of a living wage in 


an industrial community, the difficulty is the same. The facts on which an 


intelligent moral judgment depends are scarcely to be found by the person who 


lacks the facilities for dirsct investigation. 


Obviously the need is for competent research which will concera itself 


primarily with the moral and spiritual elements of the problems which are con- 


stantly appearing in our community life. Is it not the duty of the churches 


to examine these human elements of social prcblems and to bring them to bear 


Not only are there evils to lay bare, © 


upon the conscience of the community? 


but a host of commendable movements and successful enterprises in the church 


and out of it, that are now goirg unannounced, should be brought to general 


public notice. 
Besi e all this many competent organizations for social research are 


daily discovering important facts which they have no way to get before the 


; _public. These organizations are coming to feel the need of some way to give 
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greater force to their findings. Of all agencies the churches are potentially 


the most important in educating the public mind in respect to social issues. 

It goes without saying that the churches minister to by far the larger portion 
of the socially minded public. Why should not all constructive social research 
gear into the educational system of the churches? 

Here is a situation which calls for twofold organization, 

Ist: The churches must have adequate machinery for getting the es- 
sential facts concerning social? problems and their own approach to 
them. This must be done by direct investigation and by examining 

and verifying the findings of other research agencies. 

2nd: They must have an effective way of putting these findings into 
educational form, through pamphlet literature, study courses, exibits 
or other means of imparting information and stimulating social action. 

Furthermore, the field is too large for any one denomination to cover, 
and manifestly the needs of the various bodies are substantially identical. 

The social service agencies of various denominations have come to feel that 
this is a task which they must undertake together. This is why the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, through a Research Department, 
is undertaking with the help of several denominational bodies to develop this 
field. 

Under ths direction of a Research Committee, which will include in its 
membership persons trained in sccial research, information will be gathered of 
interest ‘c pasters, tenchers, church workers and board secretaries and a file 
will be kept available for all who seek *t. A library of religious social ser- 
vice is being developed and the important itteratune in that broad field is 
being studied, classified and indexed. Invastigations of movements and situa- 
tions of social import will also be made by the Department with a view to get- 
ting at the facts which commonly elude the general public because of the bewil- 


dering conflict in testimony. To this end cooperation will be sought from the 


ise 


-3- 
most competent research organizations. Material acquired in this way will be 
offered to the religious press and also, on occasion, to the secular press and 
to the trade and labor papers. A special effort will be made to provide the 
church press sith such material] as a church paper can use to advantage, pre- 
pared especially for religious readers. 

In addition to this inforsation service the Commission is undertaking, 
through its Educational Committee, to provide the churches with needed educa- 
tional literature of social service. A iwass of such literature in the form of 
books, pamphlets and study ccurs¢s, has been propared in recent years, often 
involving serious duplicaticn and provirg le-s valuable in many cases than it 
might have been because of the lack ci cooperative effort in its preparation. 
The Committee is undartuking to canvass the needs of the churches and to lay 
out the production cf literature for a considerable time in advancs, making use 
of the ccmbined resources of all cooperating groups in its preparation. The 
aim of this effort is to set fort clearly the social! interpretation of Chris- 
tianity, and to aid in socis ‘ng ths -ducational system of the churches. 

Tne effectivenass of these undertakings depends ultimately on the moral 
support of the churches themselves. Tuere aro 115,000 Protestant pastors in 
Anerica. They are the factor vpon which everything depends. The social pro- 
gram of the Federal Council, whics is but the program of the cooperating 
churches that direct its work, car be snce real cnly as these men give substance 
to it out in the fielé. And as a mean: to that end the help of the church press 
is indispensable. Without it little can ba done. With it, the educatioral pos- 


sibilities cf cooperative effort can scarcely be measured. 


